
PRACTICE 

Prevention and Restoration Actions to Combat Desertification. 

An Integrated Assessment.  

 

PRACTICE is a global initiative that gathers scientists and stake-

holders from among the most affected regions of the world to 

combine local and scientific knowledge to help address the des-

ertification challenge. In this way, we hope to learn from past 

and ongoing experiences, and equally important, from each other. 
 

Duration: 36 months 

Start Date: 01/09/2009 

Project Coordinator:  

Ramón Vallejo, CEAM Foundation 

Consortium: 16 partners from 12 countries 

 

Project Web Site: http://www.ceam.es/practice 
 

 

CENTRAL GOAL 

To link science to society in order to share and transfer 

evaluation methods and practices to combat desertification. 
 

 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

. develop and implement an integrated evaluation tool to assess the 

effectiveness of prevention and restoration practices. 

. develop translational science strategies and education material 

addressing and involving stakeholders at all levels, from farmers and local 

organisations to national and international bodies. 

. create an international platform of long-term monitoring sites aimed 

at supporting future synthetic analysis, improving the accessibility and 

use of long-term data, and disseminating knowledge on best practices 

worldwide. 

 

Instrument: Support Action FP7 

Total Cost: 1.109.720 € 

EC Contribution: 976.963 € 

 

Project Partners 

CEAM Foundation - Spain 

University of Alicante - Spain 

Nucleo Ricerca Desertificazione (NRD), University of Sassari - Italy 

University of Trier - Germany 

Euro Mediterranean Center on Climate Change - Italy 

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki - Greece 

University of Aberdeen - United Kingdom 

Fund. Universidad Empresa Región de Murcia & Spanish Ministry of Environment - Spain 

University of Hamburg, BioCentre Flottbek - Germany 

Liga para a Protecção da Natureza (LPN) - Portugal 

Ben Gurion University - Israel 

North-West University - South Africa 

NE Normal University & Shengyang Institute of Applied Ecology - China 

Instituto de Ecología y Biodiversidad - Chile 

Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León - Mexico 

University of Arizona - United States of America 

THE STUDY SITES 
 

PRACTICE involves research teams 

and stakeholder platforms in 12 

countries: 

 

. In Mediterranean Europe: Greece, 

Italy, Spain, and Portugal 

. In Africa: Morocco, Namibia, South 

Africa 

. In Middle East: Israel 

. In Asia: China 

. In America (South, Central and 

North): Chile, Mexico, and USA 

 

THE PORTUGUESE SITE - Special Protection Area of Castro Verde: Preliminary Results 

 

 

 

Step 2 - Baseline evaluation of action and indicator selection 
 

Degree of knowledge of the stakeholders about the actions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Success of the actions to combat desertification - evaluation by stakeholders  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Indicators proposed by stakeholders 

    to evaluate the actions 

    to combat desertification  

 

 

1. Agri- 

environmental  

Traditional 

Agriculture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Agri- 

environmental  

Direct Seeding 

Agriculture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 3. Permanent 

Pastures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With or Without 

Sewage Sludge Subsoil Amendment 

PORTUGUESE TEAM (League for the Protection of Nature - LPN): 

Eugénio Sequeira, Lia Vasconcelos, Rita Alcazar, Esmeralda Luís, Artur Lagartinho, Albertina Raposo, Leonor Almeida, Vanessa Quico 

4. Holm Oak 

Plantation 

PRACTICE Integrated Assessment Protocol 

1 Produtividade / Productivity

2 Valor de Produção / Value of production

3 Matéria Orgância do Solo / Organic matter of the soil

4 Biomassa - produção de matéria seca  / Biomass

5 Condição da superficie do solo / Condition of soil surface

6 Fertilidade do solo / Soil fertility

7 Conservação do solo / Soil conservation

8 Conservação da água / Water conservation

9 Diversidade de plantas / Plant diversity

10 Diversidade animal / Animal diversity

11 Resistência às pragas / Resistence to plagues

12 Resistência aos fogos / Resistence to fire

13 Imagem social da actividade / Social image of the activity

14 Nível de aceitação da actividade / Level of acceptance of the action

15 Emprego / Employment

Step 1 - Stakeholder 

Identification and 

engagement 

Step 3 - Indicator weighting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Social learning processes 

Step 5 - Integrated evaluation 

of actions 
Multi-criteria Decision Analysis 

 
Step 4 - Data 

gathering  
Step 6 - Collective Integrated Assessment:  

Reevaluation of Actions by Stakeholders 

Identified Actions to Combat Desertification 

Step 7 - Broad dissemination 


